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ach year, the InterCorps Council of Minnesota provides service opportunities for 

members of AmeriCorps and other service programs, as well as communities 

throughout the state of Minnesota. For five years, the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Weekend of Service has grown into one of our biggest and most successful volunteer 

projects. Since 2010, volunteer numbers have grown with each year, and our total hours of 

service have more than doubled. 

The ICC’s service committee, in conjunction with our three other committees and executive 

board, worked tirelessly in December and early January to plan and publicize a weekend 

consisting of 20 service projects in 12 cities across the state. From the morning of Saturday, 

January 18th to the evening of Monday, January 20th, 167 service members from 

AmeriCorps programs and 14 unaffiliated volunteers served a total of 768 service hours, 

far and away the largest number we have seen in our five years of hosting a Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Weekend of Service. 

To honor the life and work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., volunteers gave their time 

and service to thirteen organizations dedicated to work in the areas of education services, 

economic opportunity, food access, and disability and health services. Activities ranged 

from packing food and serving meals at food shelves in Greater Minnesota to renovating 

affordable housing units around the Twin Cities.  

E 

An individual has not started living 

until they can rise above the 

narrow confines of individualistic 

concerns to the broader concerns 

of all humanity… Life’s most 

persistent and urgent question is: 

‘What are you doing for others?’ 

- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Attendance and Participation 
Volunteer Snapshot 

 181 volunteers participated in ICC-sponsored activities 

 167 of those volunteers were part of an AmeriCorps program 

 Volunteers served a total of 768 hours 

 

The ICC has consistently seen a high 

attendance at its sponsored service events. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend in 2012 saw 

a record level of participation, with more 

than 200 volunteers serving 670 hours of 

service over the three-day weekend. While 

2013 brought a dip in attendance, due in 

part to weather interference, this year the 

ICC resumed an annual pattern of growth in 

both volunteer numbers and hours served. 

181 volunteers served across 20 projects in 

both the Twin Cities and Greater Minnesota 

for a total of 768 service hours. 

A majority of attendees were members of State AmeriCorps programs, with Minnesota 

Reading Corps (30%), Minnesota Math Corps (14%), and the Community Technology 

Empowerment Project (14%) showing the greatest turnout. AmeriCorps VISTA made up 

7% of attendees, while the remaining 35% was divided between various other AmeriCorps 

members and non-affiliated participants. 
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Service Weekend 
Site Snapshot 

 12 cities in the Metro Area and Greater Minnesota 

 20 sites across 4 categories of service: 

o Education Services 
o Economic Opportunity 
o Food Access 
o Disability and Health Services 

AmeriCorps members served at 20 service 

sites around the Twin Cities Metro Area and 

Greater Minnesota. A majority of these sites 

were located in Minneapolis and St. Paul, but 

our 2014 Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend of 

Service also provided service opportunities in 

New Hope, St. Cloud, South St. Paul, Mankato, Chanhassen, Duluth, Marshall, Cottage Grove, 

Brooklyn Center, and Eagan. Service projects fell into four different categories: education 

services, food access, economic opportunity, and disability/health services. 

Volunteers at our education services projects helped prepare activity materials and greet 

visitors at the Minnesota Children’s Museum, and sorted early childhood literacy materials 

for the Minnesota Literacy Council.  

Food access volunteers sorted and packed food for Echo Food Shelf, Feed My Starving 

Children, United Way Food Packaging, and Neighbors, Inc., while volunteers at the Union 

Gospel Mission of Duluth served hot lunch to families in need. In addition to their food 

access services, volunteers at Neighbors, Inc. sorted clothing and offered front desk 

support.  

Several diverse projects fell under the category of economic opportunity, by far our largest 

service area. Volunteers at two Habitat for Humanity locations helped renovate affordable 

housing units in Cottage Grove and Eagan, while volunteers at Aeon: Homes for 

Generations painted a nine-story apartment complex in Columbia Heights. Volunteers at 

the St. Cloud YMCA helped prepare for the Y’s annual Promenade fundraiser, and 

volunteers at a Goodwill/Easter Seals in Minneapolis sorted book donations. 

Volunteers at four Arc’s Value Village sites sorted thrift store donations as well; proceeds 

from donation sales will benefit The Arc, a non-profit advocate for children and adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities. A group of AmeriCorps volunteers cleaned the 

facilities at the Ronald McDonald House in the Minneapolis Children’s Hospital. 
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Community Impact 
Site-Specific Reports 

 

Education Services 

On Saturday and Sunday, 28 AmeriCorps members assisted the Minnesota Children’s 

Museum in their regularly scheduled programming. Volunteers helped visitors with 

parking and admissions, prepared craft materials for upcoming museum exhibits, and 

supervised children in the museum’s permanent exhibits: Earth World, Our World, World 

Works, and Habitots. Together, volunteers gave over 100 hours of assistance to the 

museum. 

 

At the St. Paul headquarters of the Minnesota Literacy Council, eight AmeriCorps members 

spent Monday afternoon unpacking over 30 boxes of donated children’s books and sorting 

them into appropriate categories: K-3rd grade books, board books, chapter books, and 

young adult books. These volunteers sorted and labeled 4,107 books, which will be 

distributed to early childhood literacy programs throughout the state. 

 

Economic Opportunity 

In addition to offering a State AmeriCorps program and hosting several AmeriCorps VISTA 

members, Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota is a frequent collaborator with the InterCorps 

Council of Minnesota. On Saturday, eight volunteers worked alongside future homebuyers 

to renovate a duplex at a Habitat for Humanity site in Eagan. Together, they painted and 

cleaned the unit in preparation for an upcoming inspection. They even helped shovel the 

driveway and walkway after a heavy snowfall the night before. 

 

18 volunteers met in Cottage Grove on Monday to renovate a four-unit townhouse with 

Habitat for Humanity. They were able to paint the trim in three units, install vinyl and 

laminate flooring in four rooms, and clean the housing units for future residents. Habitat 

for Humanity provides affordable housing for Minnesota families in need. 

 

Nearly forty AmeriCorps members partnered with Aeon: Homes for Generations at their 

Parkview Villa Apartments in Columbia Heights. Volunteers painted hallways and 

entryways on all nine floors of the apartment building. Aeon is a nonprofit developer, 

owner and manager of high-quality affordable apartments and town homes. Their 

properties serve more than 3,500 people annually in the Twin Cities. 

 

On Monday, six AmeriCorps members helped organize bookshelves at a Goodwill/Easter 

Seals in south Minneapolis. Prior to their arrival, the book section was poorly organized 



and an unnecessary burden for store employees. Volunteers cleaned the shelves, organized 

the books into marked sections, and even cleared space for additional arrivals. Their 

dedicated project will help both employees and customers of the thrift store. 

 

Eight Reading Corps members came together at a YMCA in St. Cloud to prepare for the 

center’s annual Promenade. Volunteers cleaned and cut recycled plastic bottles to be 

assembled into chandeliers, and created silhouettes and centerpieces for party decorations. 

The Promenade is a beer and wine tasting fundraiser at the St. Cloud YMCA, and a major 

fundraising event for the center. Proceeds from the event benefit the St. Cloud Y’s 

membership and program scholarships, serving thousands of individuals and families, 

regardless of economic status. 

 

Food Access 

Several food access projects provided volunteers in Greater Minnesota with an opportunity 

to volunteer on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service. Four AmeriCorps members in 

Mankato volunteered at the Echo Food Shelf. Together, they helped unwrap and move 

three pallets of food, unloading donations as they arrived on site. Volunteers also restocked 

shelves throughout the afternoon as families picked up their groceries. 

 

Seven AmeriCorps members volunteered at Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen. ICC-

recruited volunteers packed 10 boxes of meals for children in Jamaica. Each meal pack 

consisted of rice, vegetables, soy, and a vitamin mixture. These volunteers packed enough 

food to feed six children for one year, roughly 2,160 meals. They joined a larger group of 95 

volunteers in packing a combined total of 20,736 meals. 

 

Three AmeriCorps members volunteered over the lunch hour at Union Gospel Mission in 

Duluth, serving a hot meal to 100 adults and two children. After lunch, they helped clean 

the dining room, sweeping and mopping the floors, clearing and wiping down tables, and 

putting away clean dishes. They also helped the kitchen staff prepare for a dinner service. 

 

Three ICC-recruited volunteers joined hundreds at United Way in Marshall to package 

macaroni and cheese meals for distribution. Outreach, Inc., a non-profit headquartered in 

Iowa, provided the ingredients and helped train volunteers. The meals packed in Marshall 

will be distributed free of charge to food shelves throughout Lincoln, Lyon, Murray, Yellow 

Medicine, and Redwood Counties. 

 

Seven volunteers, including one bilingual AmeriCorps member, served at Neighbors, Inc. in 

South St. Paul, helping with the food shelf, clothing sorting, and front desk support. The 

food shelf workers unpacked and shelved 86 large warehouse boxes of cereal and sorted 

200 boxes of macaroni and cheese, verifying the expiration date and filling inventory 



shelves. They also packed and stocked 35 single-serving dinner bags containing meat, 

margarine, and frozen vegetables. Other volunteers sorted and stocked donated clothing. 

Neighbors, Inc. serves at least 30 families in need each day. 

 

Disability and Health Services 

Over the three-day weekend, 31 AmeriCorps members volunteered at Arc’s Value Village 

locations in Brooklyn Center, St. Paul, New Hope, and Richfield for a total of 84 hours of 

service. Volunteers unpacked and sorted recent clothing donations and also filled boxes 

with non-clothing donations. Volunteers on the sales floor helped hang clothing donations, 

restock and replace sold items, and organize donations. The St. Paul site reported a total 

impact of $2,500 worth of donated items sorted. The Richfield site sorted through five bins 

of donations in three hours. 

 

Arc’s Value Village is a thrift store and donation center with several locations throughout 

the Twin Cities. All sale proceeds benefit The Arc Greater Twin Cities, a non-profit advocate 

for adults and children with intellectual and developmental disabilities. All Arc’s Value 

Village locations were having a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Sale, and our volunteer efforts 

greatly helped four stores on one of their busiest days of the year. 

 

Seven AmeriCorps members served in the “Lend a Hand” volunteer program at the Ronald 

McDonald House in the Minneapolis Children’s Hospital. Volunteers cleaned the kitchen, 

lobby, family rooms, and living area. They cleaned, stocked, and made beds in seven of the 

house’s 15 rooms; vacuumed, swept, and disinfected surfaces in the kitchen and living 

areas; and folded laundry, washed dishes, and organized food in the pantry. The Ronald 

McDonald House provides health and community resources for families with children in 

need. 

 

 

ABOUT US 

 

The InterCorps Council of Minnesota (ICC) is a peer-led 

organization of AmeriCorps members, representing State, National, 

and VISTA programs throughout Minnesota. The vision of the 

InterCorps Council of Minnesota is to promote engagement, 

communication, collaboration, and education to empower 

AmeriCorps and the Minnesota community. 

 

To learn more about the InterCorps Council, visit us online at www.iccminnesota.org!  

http://www.iccminnesota.org/

